


Matthew 26:1-16

The plotting
and the perfume



Speak, O Lord, as we come to you

To receive the truth of your holy word.

Take your truth, plant it deep in us;

Shape and fashion us in your likeness.











Matthew 26:2

“As you know, the Passover is two 
days away – and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to be crucified.”



Romans 5:6

You see, at just the right time, when 
we were still powerless, Christ died for 
the ungodly.



Matthew 26:5

“But not during the festival,” they 
said, “or there may be a riot among the 
people.”



As Passover approaches,

Matthew shows us

four different responses

to Jesus’ coming death.



• Jesus himself
(1-2)



Matthew 7:28, 13:53, 26:1

When Jesus had finished saying these things, …

When Jesus had finished these parables, …

When Jesus had finished saying all these things,
he said to his disciples, …
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Matthew 26:2

“As you know, the Passover is two 
days away – and the Son of Man will be 
handed over to be crucified.”



Luke 9:51

As the time approached for him to 
be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely 
set out for Jerusalem.



John 17:4

“ I have brought you glory on earth by 

finishing the work you gave me to do.”



• The Jewish leaders
(3-5)



Matthew 26:3

Then the chief priests and the elders 
of the people assembled in the palace of 
the high priest, whose name was 
Caiaphas, …





Matthew 26:4

… and they schemed to arrest Jesus 
secretly and kill him.



Matthew 26:5

“But not during the festival,” they 
said, “or there may be a riot among the 
people.”



• Mary
(6-13)



Matthew 26:6-7

Now when Jesus was at Bethany in 
the house of Simon the leper, a woman 
…
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…



Matthew 26:7

… a woman came up to him with an 
alabaster flask of very expensive 
ointment, and she poured it on his head 
as he reclined at table.







Matthew 26:10

“She has done a beautiful thing to me.”



Matthew 26:8-9

When the disciples saw this, they 
were indignant. “Why this waste?” they 
asked. “This perfume could have been 
sold at a high price and the money given 
to the poor.”



Matthew 11:19

The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, “Here is a glutton 
and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors 
and sinners.” 







John 12:3

And the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume.



Matthew 26:10

Aware of this, Jesus said to 
them, “Why are you bothering this 
woman? She has done a beautiful thing 
to me.”



Matthew 26:11

“The poor you will always have with 
you, but you will not always have me.”



Matthew 26:12

“When she poured this perfume on 
my body, she did it to prepare me for 
burial.”



Luke 10:39

… Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet 
listening to what he said. 



• Judas
(14-16)



Matthew 26:5

“But not during the festival,” they 
said, “or there may be a riot among the 
people.”



Matthew 26:14-15

Then one of the Twelve – the one 
called Judas Iscariot – went to the chief 
priests and asked, “What are you willing 
to give me if I deliver him over to you?”



Matthew 26:15-16

So they counted out for him thirty 
pieces of silver. From then on Judas 
watched for an opportunity to hand him 
over. 



Luke 14:16-17

“A certain man was preparing a great 
banquet and invited many guests. At the 
time of the banquet he sent his servant 
to tell those who had been invited, 
‘Come, for everything is now ready.’”
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